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 Serve ‘em up slam ‘em down

By Ysra Zarzour 

    Universal School has just recently 
welcomed former assistant principal 
Mrs. Abdallah as the new principal 
at the start of the 2009-2010 school 
year. Due to the resignation of the 
previous principal, Mrs. Siddiqui, the 
school board voted that Mrs. Abdal-
lah should be the next principal.  
    Mrs. Siddiqui, who had been with 
the Universal School family for six-
teen years, is presently the new prin-
cipal of our fellow Islamic school, 
CPSA. Upon being questioned why 
she left, Mrs. Siddiqui answered “I 
felt that whatever goals I had set for 
Universal School, I achieved them.” 
    Some of those goals were:
To assure that one-hundred percent 
of Universal School graduates went 
on to college, twenty-five percent of 
them were accepted into Ivy League 
schools, Iowa Test scores increased, 
and to make certain that one-hundred 
percent of graduates received some 
sort of scholarship.  
    Current board member and previ-
ous principal (1995-2003), Mr. Zar-
zour, was asked why Mrs. Abdallah 
was chosen as principal. He replied 
that Abdallah had the position of as-
sistant principal for the past few years 
and that she knew the school
system well. He also added that “... 
she has served the school for the past 
twelve years with great dedication.” 
    Mrs. Abdallah has indeed been a 

part of Universal for the past twelve 
years. She has assumed many positions, 
varying from math teacher,  to depart-
ment chair, dean of students, assistant 
principal, director of students, and of 
course, principal. In Mrs. Abdallah’s 
opinion, there isn’t too great of a differ-
ence between being vice principal and 
principal. 

   
	 She stated that “The majority 
of responsibilities are the same.” She 
went on to say “Normally, I had some 
one to go to for advice. Now as prin-
cipal I give the final say, but I have a 
great administrative staff that is very 
supportive and that assist me in making 
the right decisions.” 
    For now, Mrs. Abdallah’s main focus 
is keeping things stable and headed in 

the right direction. Presently, some of 
her major goals include bringing the 
best faculty possible for students, cre-
ating a positive atmosphere within the 
school, and bringing about a diversity 
of beneficial programs for the student 
body. 
    When questioned where she sees 
Universal School in the future, she an-
swered “I see Universal as one of the 
leading schools, public or private, in all 
areas, including academics, extracur-
ricular activities, character develop-
ment, and helping students reach their 
full potential”.  She hopes for growth 
in academics, sports teams, clubs, and 
much more.
    Truly, Universal School has come a 
long way, starting at less than half the 
size it is now. It continues to grow at an 
increasing rate, as many more people 
become involved in this hardworking 
school. With the dedication of the ad-
ministration and staff, along with the 
help and enthusiasm of the students and 
their families, Universal has become 
and will continue to be one of the lead-
ing Islamic schools in North America, 
hopefully one day becoming the num-
ber one school. 
    Mr. Zarzour, who has been with 
Universal for the past sixteen years, 
declared “I feel the school’s biggest ac-
complishment was being able to create 
a community of people who care about 
each other and a school that tries to 
provide the students the means to suc-
ceed in this life and in the hereafter.”    
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By Nisreen Amir  

  All great volleyball players have 
four things in common: dedication, 
hard work, ambition, and goal ori-
entation. The 2009 girls’ volleyball 
season ended with great achieve-
ment and success. 
    Both the Junior Varsity and Var-
sity teams practiced and prepared to 
compete against anything that came 
their way. As a team we worked ex-
tremely hard to catch up with the 
level of other schools, that we were 
competing against.  
     Junior Varsity and Varsity teams 
practiced twice a week, Tuesday and 
Thursday. These practices were usu-
ally two hours long, which provided 
the team with as much practice as 
they can get. Not only has the vol-
leyball team received help from 
coach Lena Tleib, but she has also 
brought outside coaches to assist as 
well. As a member of the varsity vol-
leyball team, I believe Lena helped 
us out tremendously by bringing in 
these coaches. Having other peoples' 

perspectives really helped out our 
game by allowing us to have more 
individual training. Not only did it 
help us with recieving more individ-
ual attention, but it helped out Coach 
Lena as well. John Heywood was 
correct when he said “Two heads are 
better than one.” 
    With a new complete net, twelve 
maroon and white volleyballs, and 
a new volleyball cart, it was easier 
to kick off the 2009 girls’ volley-
ball season. Fundraising has played 
a major role this year. “We sold hot 
chocolate and baked goods three 
days a week and the cookie dough 
sales were a big success,” said Lena. 
“With the new equipment, it’s less 
frustrating because it takes less time 
to set up and looks more profession-
al. It also gives the girls more time to 
get their head in the game.” 
            Not only did we receive new 
equipment, but we also purchased 
new jerseys that are our school col-
ors: maroon, gold and white. Mari-
am Abdel-Razik, SEN10R! said, "I 
love our new jerseys because I think 

it's the first year our jerseys are actu-
ally our school colors. I'm also ex-
tremely excited about the new equip-
ment because our old volleyball net 
took half of our practice time to set 
up. Bloop Bloop. The volleyballs are 
our school colors too so that's pretty 
exciting."
    As you may have heard, this vol-
leyball season was like no other. 
The vollyball team this year were 

not only competing against Muslim 
schools but also several non-Muslim 
private schools in the Chicagoland 
area. 
    “I think it’s a great opportunity for 
us to vs. other schools in order for us 
to get better and learn from our mis-
takes.” remarked Shahira Halim, a 
junior. 

  

 




